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wish | could say that the

day dawned bright and
sunny for our boat trip along
the Thames as part of our 5
anniversary celebrations but
| was ever hopeful that the
weather would clear in time
for our 2 pm departure from
Cowey Sale, Walton Bridge.

We had chartered two boats,
the Walton Monarch and
Walton Lady, with a cream
tea to be served on board

during our voyage to Hampton

Court and beyond. Members
of the Committee had arrived
early to take up their positions

— lan at the entry to the bridge

to funnel’ members in and
Graham halfway along the

towpath to steer them along to

the private car park, where
Bryan was ‘in charge’. We ha
strict instructions from
EImbridge Borough Council to

ensure that the car park would

not be left unattended nor
unlocked, as it was a popular
spot for travellers to park their
caravans and it would be
almost impossible to get them
out!

At 1.45 pm the boats tied up,
by which time practically
everybody had arrived so
Brenda and Tony made sure
all boarders had U3A tickets
and that we were not
inadvertently taking members
of the public with us.

After a last minute check we
started our adventure sharp
at 2 pm and, glory be, it had
stopped raining! We were
glad to be able to welcome

on board members of Ashtead
and Bookham U3As and Arthur
Browne, our Regional
Representative. The two boats
sailed in tandem and there
were oohs and aahs as we
passed some beautiful (and
probably very expensive)
riverside properties, so well
hidden we would not have
seen any of them from the
road. We cruised through
the beautiful reaches of
Sunbury and Hampton and
the sailors amongst us were
grateful to pass through the
locks with someone else
doing the hard work.
Hampton Court Palace,
viewed from the river, was
quite unique and our route
passed Taggs Island, the
Garrick Temple, Thames
Ditton and Kingston where
we turned to retrace our
‘steps’.

d

The crews moved quickly
and efficiently through the
boats serving us with
scones, strawberry jam and
lashings of double cream
and a welcome cup of tea.
Tony crossed from one
boat to the other at a
suitable lock on the return
journey to belatedly
welcome everyone on the
trip and it does seem that, in
spite of the unseasonal
Midsummer’s Day weather, a
good time was had by all.

Heard by a Committee
member as people were
leaving, ‘Where are we going
next year?’

Winnie



Page 2

Anniversaries seem to come
round more frequently as the

companies are forever inventing
new occasions to be included on
the calendar. | don't believe there is
a special card for U3A anniversary
but with the growing number of
members in the country | expect it
will not be long before the marketing men recognise
this niche opportunity. For the moment then, we will
forgo an official card but we shall nevertheless be
celebrating the fifth anniversary of Fetcham U3A on
Tuesday 16 October at St Mary’s Church Hall. 1t will
be an open afternoon for both full and associate
members, so see inside for further details.

Bookham and Leatherhead U3As played a large part
in the formation of Fetcham U3A and we are forever
grateful for the launch meeting held in September
2002 to gauge local support and to form the first
Fetcham U3A committee. News of the initiative
spread quickly and by the November meeting there
were 90 full members with a further 30 joining on the
day. Such was the enthusiasm that ten groups had
already formed by this meeting, encompassing
Country Walks, Wine Appreciation, Painting, Art
Appreciation, Music Appreciation, Needlework with
Genealogy and Local History groups in prospect.
Right from the beginning Fetcham members were
given the opportunity to participate in Bookham'’s
theatre visits and coach trips. The first Committee
quickly established a modus operandi that has served
us well, providing interesting and varied speakers and
a social and events programme which goes from
strength to strength. We now have a total membership
of 449 and more than fifty active groups.

Our anniversary is a time for self congratulation and
an opportunity to express thanks to those who have
been members of our Committees or Group Leaders.
All have contributed significantly to our success. We
must also look to the future. Success can never be
taken for granted, and the Committee needs to be
regularly rejuvenated with new members to avoid be-
coming complacent and to maintain an Innovative and
stimulating programme.

Finally, a thank you to all our members for their sup-
port and encouragement during the past five years

Keep it up!
Tony
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his charity provides rented accommodation in

single person flats (living room, bedroom,
kitchen and bathroom) for those of pensionable age
who have some connection with Fetcham (in certain
circumstances the trustees can waive this
requirement). Currently there is a vacancy.

If you would like to know more either contact
Humphrey (chairman) for an informal chat, or Pat
(Hon Clerk) to apply.

| am a member of the U3A and hope to be present
at the September meeting.
Humphrey
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As the twenty-fifth anniversary year of the Universities of the Third Age draws to a
close there will be an exhibition of the works of many interest groups from local U3As
in the Denbies Suite at Denbies Wine Estate. Central Surrey Region will be hiring the
large conference hall on Thursday 29th November to stage a free exhibition of works
which will be open to the general public as well as to our members. We are intending to
mount a big display with many groups from across Surrey taking part. Surrey is one of the
most successful areas for U3A membership and Mole Valley, with U3As in Dorking,
Bookham, Leatherhead, Fetcham and Ashtead, probably has the highest membership
rate anywhere in the country. The team organising the event has yet to settle the details but it is hoped that
we will be able to attract significant representatives from the community as well as a good crowd of public
and members.

The exhibition will be open all day, certainly from mid-morning to late afternoon, so put the date in your diary.
It should be a pleasant event and the Denbies shop and restaurant will certainly be full of Christmas spirit.
We hope to see you there. For those few who have not been, it is worth noting that there is plenty of free
parking in this lovely location and it offers easy access to all the facilities.
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Bookham U3A would welcome Fetcham U3A members to the following groups where they have vacancies:

Art (4) - Painting Workshop, English Literature, Flower Arranging, History, Classical Period, History of Music,
Listening to Music, Opera (2), Science, Session for Songsters, Woodwork.

Contact Christine from Bookham U3A

"- &2

Through lack of support the visit to the Renoir Exhibition did not take place.

Two of us went to an exhibition of unknown Monet at the Royal Academy in May, and this was
fantastic. Monet trained as a draughtsman and one of his paintings of a street in France reflected
this. He was also brilliant at character cartoons.

Jenny

We are a small group, which started just over a year ago. There are some twelve
members in the group but sometimes, because of other commitments, we only have

about eight at a session. Since it is such a relatively small group, it is an ideal learning
i environment and everyone enjoys it.

Bridge is arguably the best card game in the world and is great for keeping the grey cells
working; it is also a very pleasant social game. So why not come and join us — beginners
and improvers are all welcome.

We meet in the Reading Room in Fetcham and there are two sessions each month — on the first and third
Thursdays from 2pm to 4pm. The first session in the ‘new term’ is on Thursday, 6™ September. Give me a

ring if you want more information.
David
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n April we visited the Brooklands Museum to view the aircraft exhibits relating to
the aircraft manufacturer Vickers Armstrong, laterly BAC, who were formerly
@ located on this historic site. Examples in the main hangar include a Wellington,

1 over preserved examples of a Viscount, VC10 , BAC111 and Concorde. The picture
shows Roger at the controls of a VC10. The VC10 depicts a luxurious layout for its
original owner - the Sultan of Oman - with sumptuous lounge style seating and
extensive galley for his entourage. The Concorde recently purchased by the
Museum is now open for viewing for a small fee after reassembly by volunteers.

Also in April, six of our group went to the Charlwood Aviation Museum near Gatwick where you can see an
excellent collection of preserved aircraft featuring the best of British manufacturing from the 1950s-1960s.
The museum is located in attractive surroundings and although has limited open dates is well worth a visit by
anyone with an interest in this period of British achievement.

(web: www.gatwick-aviation-museum.co.uk)

Exhlbltlon at Popham Airfield, Hants where
over 150 aircraft attended, including recent |
. examples of modern light sport aircraft

ims Which can substantially reduce the cost of
private flying, plus the May Air Display at
m Duxford, Cambs, where the Imperial War
Museum keeps a splendid display of both
static and flyable aircraft. Both the new
American and British Aviation Heritage
buildings recently completed hold an excellent collection of historic exhibits which you are able to walk
around.

A planned visit to the "Hovershow 2007" at Lee on Solent has now been rescheduled for either Saturday/
Sunday, 8/9 September (web: www.hovercraft-museum.org)  Also planned for Wednesday, 24th October,
1400-1700hrs is our second (‘Pilots' Forum’) when 3 pilots (2 from Fetcham/Leatherhead U3As ) each give a
visual presentation, followed by questions from the audience about their experiences.

This will be open to Fetcham, Bookham and Leatherhead U3As and for both these events, non Aviation
Group members are welcome, however please contact Lawrence for further details
Lawrence

*_k_%

n Monday 18th June, 18 members of this group, visited RAF Hendon.
Aero Museum.
Trip organiser was Ken, photo by John.

The group pictured below a pair of WW2 Spitfires, the left hand one bearing the
| special D day underwing ID marking.
John




Fetcham U3A Page 7

' O n our July walk we were taken to see this Buddhist Temple deep in the heart
of leafy Wimbledon - yards from the All England Lawn Tennis Club!! We also

visited the Wimbledon Windmill and its museum.
Linda

“When a man is tired of London he is tired of life, for there is in London all that life can afford.” So wrote Dr
Samuel Johnson. A goodly number of our members are clearly not tired of life because enough have come
forward to enable two new “Explore London” groups to be formed. One meets on the first Tuesday of the
month and the other on the first Thursday. So far the explorations have extended to Theatre-land, Thames-
side and the Royal Parks - three contrasting areas.

Initially the plan is that, having reached our starting point by public transport, we would
-~y probably take a leisurely walk of between two and three miles, stopping off at points of
interest. Time would be made for stops for coffee, lunch and maybe a cup of tea. On
occasions we might choose to join an official tour with a “blue-badge” guide and there are
S other ways of exploring London, such as by bus, by river cruiser or even by an amphibious
— “Duck” of second world war vintage! It will be up to members of the groups to decide how
they would like to carry out their explorations. If you would like to know more, either put
your nhame on the list at one of the U3A monthly meetings or contact Geoff, who is helping the new groups to
get going.
Geoff

W e have continued to meet regularly twice a month and have discussed a
wide range of topics including French politics and the election as well as
personal accounts of holidays and visits.

Our gourmet season began on 29" June when 32 Francophiles boarded a very
2 early morning coach to Wissant in Nord Pas-de-Calais for another delightful
and spectacular lunch at the Auberge a I'’Amiral Benbow. The weather was not
21 kind this year but a Kir Royal and various amuse-bouches soon helped us to
forget the outside conditions and we tucked into our next six courses all
washed down with red and white Graves de Vayres. The generous trou
Normand provided a talking point for some time.

Barely two weeks later, many of us gathered again for the Bastille Day

_ a0 A celebrations. Here we had to start with our traditional Kir Républicain (Royalty

o et =1 would not have been appropriate on such a day). This time it was a bring and
share meal, but with fine weather and equally fine company we stayed out in

the garden till 11pm giving several fine renditions of the very blood-thirsty “Marseillaise”.

Keith, Anna and Lesley

" bo# L



Page 8 Fetcham U3A
- &2 + ("&,344

s we live near a famous race course it is not surprising that the names of some of our

local pubs have connections with the “sport of kings”. The “Derby Arms”, opposite the
grandstands, is an obvious example and another is “The Rubbing House” nearby. This
takes its name from the building where horses were literally rubbed down to help them
recover and avoid being chilled after a race. A name with a less obvious connection with
racing is the “Blue Ball”, to be found at Walton-on-the-Hill, where we recently had an excellent meal. In the
early days of racing the finishing post was apparently a blue disc rather than the modern red circle and it
came to be known as the “blue ball”. Although rare, the name is not unique, others being shown in the AA
Pub Guide at Oakham, Sidmouth and near Taunton.

When we lunch together we like to find out something about the area where we are, in keeping with our
“university” status. At Walton we learned that several “coal posts” still exist around the village and on the
heath. These were tax collection points set up around 1860 at a radius of some fifteen miles from London.
Here tax was collected on coal, wine and certain other commodities coming into the city in order to finance
public works being carried out by the Corporation of London. Over 250 of these posts still exist in the home
counties and many are scheduled ancient monuments. This tax was abolished by Parliament in 1889. We
didn’t find any “coal posts” but we know they are there!

Geoff

*_k_%

%

carpet of yellow greeted us as we arrived at the cowslip meadow on the
Sheepleas in April - an amazing sight in the sunshine and probably the highlight
4 of the year so far. May to July have been the wettest months since records began in
! | 1776 — but we haven't got wet on any of our walks during these months! (mustn’t
X u speak too soon!!) On a very hot May morning we walked over Epsom Downs, where
- preparations were well in hand for the Derby. June found us at Bushy Park, on the
= only dry day of the week, where there is so much to see, including the war
memorials, the totem pole and the lovely Woodland Gardens. In July our route took
us from Ripley to Ockham Mill, across the Wisley Golf Course and back along the Wey Navigation. Our walks are
on the 4™ Thursday morning of the month and always end up at a local hostelry for those who wish.
Future walks planned (with approximate distance) are:

27" September 4.75 miles Norbury Park and the River Mole. Meet at 10am at the far end of Bocketts
Farm car park. The walk is undulating in places, with fine views at times.
Refreshments afterwards, if required, in the Bocketts Farm Tea Room.

NB Winter walks start at 10.30am

25™ October 4 miles Headley Heath to Walton onthe Hi  ll. Meet at 10.30am at the Headley
Heath NT car park (about 5 miles from Fetcham). The walk is gently undulating in places and potentially muddy
in parts after rain. Refreshments afterwards, if required, in The Cock Inn, Headley.

22" November 3.8 miles Reigate Heath to Priory Pond.  Meet at 10.30am at the car park in
Flanchford Road, Reigate (about 10.5 miles from Fetcham). The walk has two ascents (not too strenuous!) and
two stiles. We should have some lovely views and see the development of Priory Park. Refreshments afterwards,
if required, in The Skimmimgton Castle, Reigate Heath.

No walk in December — the 4 ™ Thursday is too near to Christmas!

24" January 2008 3.5 miles Newlands Corner and Albury  Downs. Meet at 10.30am at the Newlands
Corner car park (about 9 miles from Fetcham). The walk is gently undulating in places, with one extended climb
near the end — to be taken slowly! There are some wonderful views along the way. Refreshments afterwards, if
required, in The Barn, Newlands Corner.

Additional details of all the walks and full directions to the starting points are available at the monthly meetings,
on the U3A website or from Jo & Ernie. Please note that walkers take part entirely at their own risk.
Jo & Ernie
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t the July meeting Michael introduced us to the exciting prospects of digital panorama
photography. Using more than 20 separate digital photographs and the Autopano
Panorama Photo Software he showed how to produce commercial quality 180 degree
panorama photographs. His offer to show us the tricks of “panning” at a future meeting was
welcomed by all.
Some useful Websites mentioned during the meeting included:

AutoPano Panorama Photo Stitcher

Underlying Principles http://www.cs.ubc.ca/~mbrown/autostitch/autostitch.html
<http://www.cs.ubc.ca/%7Embrown/autostitch/autostitch.html>

Details & Fully Functional Demo Download http://www.autopano.net/

Manual & Tutorials http://en.wiki.autopano.net <http://en.wiki.autopano.net/>

KeePass, the free, open-source, light-weight and easy-to-use password manager http://keepass.info/
Malware remover: www.spywareterminator.com

M25 realtime traffic conditions: www.highways.gov.uk

Silverhairs for computer info: www.silverhairs.co.uk

McAfee site advisor: www.siteadvisor.com/download/ff.html

Tony
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he weather was kind —

warm and sunny — for
the first outing organised
solely for Fetcham U3A.
Winnie is to be
congratulated on a very
well organised day.

Lunch in the Members’ Dining Room was hosted by
Sir Paul Beresford, our local Member of Parliament.
It was very appetising and speedily served. The
after lunch talk given by Sir Paul was very
informative and thought provoking.

It was interesting to see the TV monitor which
showed the name of the current MP on his feet in
the Chamber and how long he had been talking.
We also saw the votes cast for the Freedom of
Information Amendment. Several times during the
meal the Division Bell sounded to call members to
vote. This Bell sounds throughout the building and
its environment including local restaurants!
Members have 8 minutes to go through the lobby to
vote. No wonder Members are prone to indigestion.

After lunch there was time to wander onto the
terrace and then to visit the Jewel Tower across the
road. This Tower was once part of the walls of the
original Palace of Westminster, home to the reigning
monarch until Henry VIII moved up river to Hampton
Court. At that time the river lapped at the Tower’s
feet. It was called the Jewel Tower because at one
time it housed the Crown Jewels.

The tours commenced at five pm after the sessions
in both houses had ended for the day. Our tour
guides took us from the Royal Entrance and
followed the route of the Royal Procession on the
opening of Parliament, via the Queen’s Robing
Room, through the Royal Gallery and Prince’s
Chamber into the House of Lords. The Royal
Gallery is used by the Prime Minister to meet and
greet heads of state of other countries. Along the
two long walls of the Royal Gallery hang two huge
pictures painted by Daniel Mclise, depicting the
battles of Waterloo and Trafalgar. To demonstrate
our country’s sensitivity to the pride of other nations,
when a French Head of State is present, curtains
are drawn over these victory scenes.

" #3%$ % &'
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In the House of Lords, all the furnishings are red. When
in session it is presided over by the Lord Speaker sitting
on the Woolsack — a very uncomfortable looking block
stuffed, of course, with wool. Wool was used because
it was a very prized commodity and the basis of the
wealth of the nation at the time it was so hamed.

The tour continued through the Central Lobby, in which
one can meet ones MP, and on through the Commons
Lobby and into the Commons Chamber via the ‘No’
lobby. This Chamber, as we all know, is furnished in
Green. It was interesting to observe the Tellers’ desks
past which the MP’s file to register their votes.

Three items of interest relate to the ritual of the House
of Commons. There is a Petitions Bag below the
Speaker’s Chair into which MPs can put any petition
they wish. This has given rise to the phrase ‘It's in the
bag'.

Along the floor of the house between the two sides are
two red lines some distance apart. These are in fact
two and a half sword lengths apart beyond which
members must not stray when the house is in session.
This was to prevent oppositions harming each other in
the Chamber. Hence the phrase ‘Toeing the line’.

The order papers for the day list the various planned
debates and the whips from each party underline each
item with one, two or three lines. This indicates to the
MP the importance attached to the debate (and the
subsequent vote) by their whip. A three line whip
means that the MP must vote even being wheeled in
from his or her sick bed.

The tour ended in the original Westminster Hall, now
used for key exhibitions and certain Lying In of State.

Our tour guides were full of such anecdotes, which
made the tours so interesting. -

In the Commons the voting is ‘Aye’ or ‘No’. In the
Upper Chamber the voting is ‘Content’ and ‘Not
content’.

We were very content with our day — thank you Winnie.
John
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ur visit to the
Museum took us on
% a journey of discovery
through the history of the
it Gurkhas in British

~ Service, our visit tailoring
with the recent talk at our
monthly meeting by
Colonel Smallwood about the Gurkhas and how
they fared when they left the service.

Early on it is the war of 1815 between Britain and
Nepal which resulted in mutual respect rather than
hostility and lead to the first Gurkhas being
enlisted. Their story covers not only their battles
and campaigns but the culture and religion of these
brave warriors. We saw them locked in battle with
mutinous sepoys in 1857, then standing guard on
British India’s North West and North East frontiers,
before being sent half a world away to the trenches
of the Western Front in 1915. In the 1939-45 World
War 120,000 Gurkhas fought the Japanese in
Malaya and Burma, and the Germans and Italians
in North Africa and Italy.

Immediately after the war Gurkhas fought in
Greece, Vietnam and Indonesia before fighting the
12-year long Communist insurrection in Malaya.
Then followed action in Borneo, Hong Kong, the
Falklands and — more recently — East Timor, the
Balkans, Iraq and Afghanistan. Displays in the
museum covered all of these campaigns and more,
right up to the present day.

The museum has something to interest people of
all ages. Besides tableaux, dioramas and show-
cases, it has visual and voice descriptions of the
history of the Gurkha regiments and a display
commemorating the winners of 26 Victoria
Crosses.

During a very welcome coffee on arrival the
Curator, Major Gerald Davies, gave us a most
interesting and comprehensive talk before taking
us through the museum. Some members sampled
the Gurkha beer when we returned to the confer-
ence room poured by very polite and pleasant
serving Gurkha soldiers and we were able to ask
them questions about their lives, both in Nepal and
Britain before watching a video about how they
were recruited in Nepal.

To them serving our Queen is a great honour and
they fiercely vie for the vacancies each year, many
shedding tears if they are not recruited.

It was a morning of reflection about such a great
fighting force and some members chose to return
to the museum in the afternoon for a more in-
depth look at what the museum contained. The
rest spent the afternoon in Winchester, with its
wealth of history from King Arthur onwards and
were, | think, quite glad to return to the coach late
afternoon for the journey home.

Winnie

" 82 + ("&,344

ur July walk took us into part of the Wotton Estate with a view of Wotton House in the

distance. This was the home of members of the Evelyn family for about four hundred years
from 1579. During the 16™ and 17" centuries the Evelyns were important industrialists at a time
when the Tillingbourne river powered large numbers of water-mills engaged in making gunpowder,
paper, iron and brasswork as well as fulling cloth and grinding corn

The most famous member of the family is probably John Evelyn (born 1620), now best known for
his diaries but in fact a powerful figure in the worlds of politics, literature and science. For much of

his life he lived in Deptford but he indulged his interest and skill in landscaping on his brother’'s Wotton estate
where he also set up a large tree-nursery which supplied many of the great estates of the realm.

We walked from “The Wotton Hatch” through woodlands to the Friday Street lake and then followed the
tributary of the Tillingbourne from there back towards Wotton House. On this stretch alone four watermills
were recorded as existing in the 17" century. Our walk ended with lunch at “The Wotton Hatch”, after which
some of us visited Wotton church where many of the Evelyns are buried.

This is typical of our “gentle” walks which are on the third Monday of each month, meeting at 9.30 a.m. at the
Lower Shott car park in Bookham. New members would be made very welcome. Contact Margaret or just

turn up.

Geoff
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ecurity is pretty tight, as you

would expect, but | never
thought that | might be detained at
Her Majesty’s pleasure — all
because one of our Fetcham U3A
Officers was caught carrying an

offensive weapon.

Now we all need a balanced diet and our Treasurer
believes in this to a level of fanaticism, which | found
hard to believe.

The Treasurer, Bryan, his wife Penny, my wife, Pam
and | were attempting to re-enter the Palace of
Westminster after visiting the Jewel Tower across
the road. We were still wearing our Day Pass
stickers on our lapels but we had to be security
cleared again. Imagine our consternation when one
of our party - the said Bryan — had his bag examined
again and again. The Xray machine had picked up
an image of some undesirable object but the hand
search could not find it until the third attempt. “Look
again” said the security guard manning the Xray
machine. “Look again”.

| & (
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In the meantime all the guards were surrounding
us, weapons at the ready, and there it was
revealed — a knife. Not an ordinary knife but a
lock-knife no less!!! Our diet conscious Treasurer
protested to the security guard that he used this
knife to peel fruit. A likely story - one could see a
descendant of Guy Fawkes a mile off.

Eventually the guard was mollified but insisted on
impounding the knife as it was, like flick knives,
an illegal weapon. Of course, our Treasurer had
to have a receipt for such a weapon. The log
book was in a special secure cupboard, but, oh
dear, the cupboard was jammed shut. Solution,
use the lock knife to open it, and he did. Now it
will go on show in the rogues gallery to
demonstrate the vigilance of our security forces.
Thinks? How did our treasurer not get caught out
when he first went through security!

Don't be surprised if CCTV has been installed in
St Mary’s Hall - it will be there to watch over the
antics of our Officers - be warned.

John

%

‘A rhino — thick skinned and powerful!” was how the presenter on the most recent Richard
and Judy Wine Club described the Australian Cabernet Sauvignon! This was our favourite

of the single grape wines, three white and three red, one in each of the six programmes

we watched in May, having recorded them earlier. We felt this was the best series so far

as it was informative and entertaining. The Sauvignon Blanc from New Zealand was our

preferred white and the description was ‘electrifying, vibrant, exciting — a wake-up juice!’

At our June meeting, we tasted four new world wines which one of the group had selected at a tasting
evening at The Cobham Hilton — this time the Hardys Oomoo Shiraz 2005 was the most popular, though we
enjoyed them all. Our picnic in July had to be in one of our homes as the weather let us down! Nevertheless
we had a great time, with a delicious four course meal to which we had all contributed and five wines to
accompany the meal. We finished the occasion with a quiz relating to the wines we had tasted, which was
cleverly devised by one of our group. Now we are looking forward to our visit to Painshill in Cobham for a
talk, tasting and vineyard walk — did you realise there is a vineyard there?

o

iSocorro!

e have left the security of our course book and are finding our abilities stretched to their

limits. After following an extract read in Spanish, we attempted a discussion on Don
Quijote and his encounter with windmills. jMuy dificil! | was sorry to have missed the session
on the Tango, (with demonstration | believe, from you know who! When the cat's away........ )

Jo & Ernie

We have listened to a CD of Spanish songs, helped by following the printed words. Placido Domingo is on
the programme for September and we have done our best to add our own views on the Spanish lottery after
reading an article about it. There is much reference to dictionaries, mutual challenging on grammar and

pronunciation and a laugh at our attempts!

Material on line is extremely useful, but unfortunately there is no equivalent to the magazine we use in the
French group. Any really fluent speakers out there to help us?

Anna
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would like to remind all members about Gift Aid and the benefits of this to Fetcham
U3A.

First and foremost it costs you the member nothing. In some cases it is an actual tax
benefit to you.
Secondly, most of you will not have to do anything, other than tick a box, we do the rest.

Last year 282 members ticked the Gift Aid box on their membership application/renewal forms, this year it is
300 and as the membership is increasing at a greater rate, | would like to see more members approving our
Gift Aid claim next year.

I would just like to explain Gift Aid and what you have to do and | have to do in order for this cash benefit to
be received from the Chancellor of the Exchequer. For every member who ticks the Gift Aid box on the
Annual Subscription form, we, as a registered charity, complete a return to the Inland Revenue and receive
£2.80 per signing member from the Inland Revenue. As you can see from last years accounts we received
the sum of £785.00, this year £860.00 This is quite a nice sum of money to receive and adds to our income
and reduces the need to increase our Annual Subscriptions despite the fact that most expenses are on the
increase.

Who can sign Gift Aid — well there are different categories we come under: -

An Individual who does not pay any income tax, either on a pension, dividends, interest or any other type
of income cannot sign for Gift Aid.

AN INDIVIDUAL WHO IS ON THE BASIC RATE OF INCOME TAX AND DOES NOT COMPLETE A TAX
RETURN CAN SIGN FOR GIFT AID AS LONG AS THEY HAVE PAID MORE THAT £2.80 IN TAX
DURING THE CURRENT TAX YEAR. ..... | would expect that this is the category that most of us will
come under.

All you have to do is tick the box, we include your name on the return and we get the money from the Inland
Revenue. A couple can either sign individually or one of them can sign for both. It does not matter which one
as long as the person signing has paid £5.60 in tax. The only proviso is that you do not exceed your tax bill
with Gift Aid. That is you can only Gift Aid up to the amount of tax you have paid. For every £10 you Gift Aid
you must have paid £2.80p in tax. For every £100 in total you Gift Aid you must have paid £28.00 in tax.

Those individuals who complete a tax return should tick the Gift Aid box on your membership form and
include the Subscription of £10.00 on your Tax return as a donation to Fetcham U3A. Again a couple can
sign their membership form individually or one can sign for the couple. The only difference is if you pay for
joint membership then you state on your tax return that you have donated £20.00 to Fetcham U3A. Those of
you who pay Income Tax at a higher rate need to do similar and include your membership fee as a donation
to Fetcham U3A.

If anyone would like me to discuss Gift Aid individually, please telephone me or David and we can discuss
confidentially your individual circumstances with regard to Gift Aid.
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Unless otherwise stated, price includes coach transport from Bookham (Lower Shott/St Nicholas Church)
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Contact Sheila for further details or to book events.
Cheques (payable to BOOKHAM U3A ) should be sent to Sheila
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Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Treasurer

Secretary
Membership Secretary
Groups Co-ordinator
Speaker Secretary
Publicity Officer
Floor Manager
Member

Member

Member

Member

Welfare of Members

Tea Organiser

Social Events

Outings/Theatre Visits

Newsletter Editors

The committee meets on the 2nd Monday of the month.
If you have any items you would like to be discussed by the Committee
please contact the Secretary, Diana, in time to have it put on the agenda.
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Tony
Winnie
Bryan
Diana
Brenda
Enid
Tony
Winnie
David
Graham
lan
Kathy

Yvonne
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Jo

Kathy
Winnie

Sheila

Judy

John

Fetcham U3A

The next edition is due out in January 2008. Please email your copy to John or Judy by

1st December 2007.



