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A  few weeks ago the U3A visited the Olympic site in East London. Here in Stratford  
covering part of three London boroughs, Hackney, Tower Hamlets and Newham, an 

area that needed something spectacular to happen, a 500 acre building site is being  
transformed into the Olympic Park. It is an amazing sight. Nearly finished stadiums are 
plainly to be seen. At a cost of £9.3 billion, £5 billion from Government and £4+ billion – half 

each from Lottery and sponsorship, the biggest sponsor being Coca Cola, this project is bringing  
regeneration to the area.  
 
Andrew Mawson, vicar of Bromley by Bow Church, first 
brought attention to the general poverty of this area and 
Government was beginning to improve rail links and  
housing etc within these boroughs. There is also a huge 
shopping centre, Westfield, the largest urban centre in 
Europe being built in Stratford. 
 
In the Olympic village 11 apartment blocks, each  
designed by a different architect, will house 16,500, 10,500 
athletes plus their coaches etc, all within walking  
distance of several stadiums. These apartments are nearly 
finished and afterwards will be sold, half on the open  
market and half for key-workers in London. The main  
stadium, being built by McAlpine, and which will have  
seating for 80,000 is in full view, with the lighting towers in 
place, The Acquatic Centre can  be seen, as can the  
Velodrome for cycling events and the Basketball Stadium,  
 
Just a few facts –  
- there will be a 4 billion global audience 
- 5 lorries per minute enter the site 
- 9,500 people working on site 
- 50% of goods are delivered by rail 
- 7.7 million tickets will be made available 
- site designed to be 97% ‘green’ 
- planting of trees and shrubbery will take place in 2011 
 
The rail links are in place, trains from St Pancras/Kings 
Cross to Stratford International will take just 7 minutes, and 
as there is no public car parking in the Olympic Park all  
visitors will have to travel by rail. The only car parking  
allowed will be for journalists, television personnel and 
Olympic officials. The organisers were determined to keep 
as many events as possible near London. 
 
Venues inside London include - Horseguards, Hyde Park, 
Greenwich Park, Wembley Stadium, Wimbledon, ExCel stadium, Earls Court. 

Venues outside London include - Broxbourne, Hadley Farm Essex, Hampden Park, Millennium  
Stadium, Old Trafford, Villa Park, Weymouth  
 
Sheila plans another visit to the Olympic site early 2011 

You can register for tickets for 2012 now, just visit www.london2012.com and follow the links for tickets 

Main Stadium 

Olympic Village 

Acquatic Centre 
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Chairman’s Column 
 
I am not old ++... 
 

I  must be old. The latest govern-
ment survey says that ‘old age’ 

starts at 58.Therefore, as I and 
most of the members of Fetcham 
U3A are over 58, that means that 
we must all be old. Somehow I don’t believe that. 
When I look round at all of the faces at main 
meetings and our Social events and hear the 
comments from our speakers that they have 
never been to a more lively audience than ours, 
then I know WE ARE NOT OLD. It is just the MPs 
who are over 58 who are old, not us.  
 
However, when I consider the speed of improve-
ments (?) in technology, then I do know I am  
getting old, not fully there yet, but, when I think 
that thirty or more years ago I was able to  
program computers for accounting packages. 
Now, I hardly dare to switch the computer on  
without some trepidation about what it is going to 
flash up on the screen to say that I have done 
something wrong, something needs updating to 
the latest version. 
 
Something else is approaching ‘full’, Oh dear.  
 
But, then I remember that I can always telephone 
Tony, one of the older members on the committee 
and ask him what I should do, he has managed to 
keep step with the latest gizmo, but if Tony isn’t 
there then it is call on Graham, one of the younger 
committee members, or, call my son-in-law, or, 
my grand-daughter. They will know. That is one 
advantage of being younger, they can keep pace. 
Some technology is frightening. Look at the size 
of the communicators in the old TV series ‘Space 
1999’. They were the size of a brick with a small 
black and white screen. Even James T Kirk of 
‘Star Trek the original series’ had communicators 
bigger than the mobile phone of today,  
 
Some years ago my son had a ZX spectrum  
designed by Clive Sinclair, he of the Sinclair C5. 
They say that that computer was more powerful 
than the one that was on the space mission which 
went to the moon. Technology is advancing too 
fast for me. Now they are saying my digital  
camera is out of date and something new is on its 
way, and I have only just got the hang of this 
camera. 
 
Oh dear, I must be getting old. 
 

Bryan 

Should any member, associate or full, change 
postal  or email address can they please 

advise our membership secretary  
(Kathy) 

Associate Members’ Meeting 
13 July, 2010 

2.30pm at St Mary’s Hall 

Speakers - Roger & Gail Partridge 

on their recent visit to Japan 
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2010 Talks at the Monthly Meetings 
Monthly meetings are held on Tuesdays at 2.30 pm  

in St Mary’s Church Hall, off The Ridgeway  
 

27 July 27 Motor cycling across Canada Roger Wakeford 

24 August Petworth House Sue Ellis 

28 September Send a Cow Mike Wigley 

26 October The work of a Military Chaplain Ian McFarlane 

23 November (AGM) Another Opening Another Show Simon Gilbert 
 
Our AGM will be held at Yehudi Menhuin hall 

Forthcoming Events - contact Winnie 
 

27 June  Hog Roast and Jazz Band - 2.30pm to 5.30pm  Bookham Grange Hotel 

2 October 70th Anniversary Battle of Britain Dance    Old Barn Hall 

7 December Christmas Party - 2.00pm to 5.00pm  St Mary’s Hall 

Outings and Visits - contact Winnie 
   

January 2011 Holiday on Ice, Brighton (date not yet finalised) 

Spring 2011 Visit to Lambeth Palace with the London Eye or  
 Bank of England Museum and talk 

This newsletter with its many photographs may be viewed in glorious colour on our website 
www.fetchamu3a.org.uk 

Recent Collections - with thanks 
 
At our AGM in November the amount of £426.65  was donated in the bucket collection for the Surrey Air  
Ambulance. 
 
Our January meeting raffle collected £151.13 for the DEC Haiti Appeal. 

 Quiz (for fun) 
  

1 What word can precede bump, boat, limit and trap? 

2 In which English county is the village of Stilton? 

3 Name the US island on which the Statue of Liberty stands? 

4 In which part of the body would you find the Sartorius muscle? 

5 Name the first women to fly in space? 

6 What would you find in a Vespiary? 

7 In 'The Flintstones' name Barney Rubble's baby? 

8 Which ship was the first to use the newly adapted 'SOS.' distress signal? 

9 Which children's characters did Father Abraham accompany in the 1970's? 

10 What is the name of the parrot in the novel Treasure Island? 

   Answers on page 8 
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Active and Proposed Groups and Their Leaders 

Alpine Gardening Alan   3rd Monday at 14.30 V 

Antiques & Collectables (1) Marilyn  3rd Wednesday at 14.30 F 

Antiques & Collectables (2) Carole & Richard   3rd Wednesday at 14.00 F 

Armchair London History (1) Geoff   2nd Thursday at 10.00 V 

Armchair London History (2) Geoff   3rd Friday at 14.30 F 

Armchair Travel Jackie   2nd Monday at 14.30 V 

Art Lectures Leslie - Bryan,   Contact Bryan for details V 

Art - Mixed Media (1) Margaret   Alternate Thursdays at 10.30 F 

Art - Mixed Media (2)  Janet   1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 14.00 F 

Art - Mixed Media (3)  Caroline    4th Tuesday at 10.00 F 

Art - Mixed Media (4) Mary   2nd & 4th Tuesday at 10.30 V 

Art Appreciation (1) Jenny   4th Wednesday at 14.00 F 

Art Appreciation (2) Caroline    4th Monday at 14.00 F 

Aviation & Technology Lawrence   2nd Wednesday at 14.00 F 

Ballroom Dancing Enid   2nd Thursday at 14.00 V 

Book Club (1) Penny    1st Wednesday at 14.00 F 

Book Club (2) Liz   3rd Tuesday at 14.00 F 

Book Club (3) Linda & Gill   2nd Tuesday at 14.30 V 

Bowling Mary   Contact Mary for details V 

Bridge for Improvers David   1st & 3rd Thursdays at 14.00 V 

Bridge Trevor   2nd & 4th Thursdays at 10.00 V 

Canasta Genie   2nd Monday at 19.30 V 

Carbon Rationing Action NEW LEADER REQUIRED     

Card Craft (1) Jan   Contact Jan for details F 

Card Craft (2) Jenny   Contact Jenny for details V 

Cardboard Model Making NEW LEADER REQUIRED     

Computing Tony   As advertised V 

Cookery Diana   2nd Tuesday at 12.00 F 

Cooking for Men (Beginners) Linda   6 Week Course F 

Croquet Mary    V 

Creative Writing Edwina    V 

Current & Social Affairs Alfred   2nd Tuesday at 14.30 V 

Digital Photography Larry   2nd Monday at 19.30 V 

English Literature Barbara   4th Monday at 14.30 V 

Explore London Walking (1) Linda   1st Monday at 09.45 F 

Explore London Walking (2) Tony & Joan  4th Monday at 09.45 F 

Explore London Walking (3) Rosemary   1st Tuesday at 09.45 F 

Explore London Walking (4) Ian & Patrica   1st Thursay at 09.30 V 

Explore London Walking (5) Geoff   4th Wednesday at 09.45 V 

Explore London Walking (6) Malcolm   3rd Wednesday at 09.45 F 

Explore London Walking (7) Geoff   2nd Thursday at 09.15 F 

Family History (1) John   4th Thursday at 14.30 F 

Family History (2) Maureen   3rd Tuesday at 14.00 F 

French Conversation (1) Anna   1st & 3rd Mondays at 14.30 V 

French Conversation (2) Lesley   1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 14.30 F 

Fitness & Fun (1) Enid   Fridays at 09.30 V 

Fitness & Fun (2) Enid   Mondays at 09.30 F 

Fitness & Fun (3) Enid   Fridays at 11.00 V 

Hand Knitting NEW LEADER REQUIRED     

Industrial Heritage Ian   3rd Monday at 10.00 V 

Jazz Appreciation Roy   1st Wednesday at 19.30 V 

Jewellery & Accessories (1) Brenda   Contact Brenda for details F 

Jewellery & Accessories (2) Brenda   Contact Brenda for details F 

Local History Lynsaye   1st Tuesday at 10.00 F 

Mah Jong Margaret   2nd & 4th Thursdays at 14.30 V 

Music Appreciation  Bryan & Penny   2nd Wednesday at 19.45 F 

Needlework (1) Genie   2nd & 4th Fridays at 10.00 F 

      

Humanities  Caroline   2nd Tuesday at 14.30 V 
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Abbreviations: F = Full, P = Proposed, V = Vacancies 

 Would group leaders please keep Enid informed of any changes to the information given above.  

To join a group or proposed group please contact the group leader or speak to Enid, Groups Co-ordinator. 
To suggest new ideas for groups speak to Enid, Groups Co-ordinator. 

Active and Proposed Groups and Their Leaders (cont) 

Full and Associate Members have equal rights to join a group, but Associate Members cannot as a rule 

attend the monthly meetings. If any Associate Member wishes to attend a particular monthly meeting 

please contact Kathy. 

Quilts made by our Needlework Group 

Bookham Vacancies 
 
Art Appreciation 3, Woodwork and Home Maintenance, Cycling, Poetry, Family History, History - Classic Period,  
Mah-Jong, Listening to Music, Sessions for Songsters, Swimming, Phoenix Group Concert Party, Sunday Lunch,  
Tabletennis & Badminton, Easy Rambling, Opera, Italian Art and Architecture. 
 
If anyone is interested please contact Christine Edwards 454774 

Needlework (2) NEW LEADER REQUIRED     

Outings & Theatre Visits Sheila  Various times and dates A 

Parchment Craft  Genie   Alternate Thursdays at 10.00 V 

Play Reading Barbara   2nd Wednesday at 14.00 F 

Scrabble For Fun Janet   3rd Wednesday at 19.30 F 

Scrabble For Fun  Jane   1st Wednesday at 14.30 F 

Singles Dining Genie   Contact Genie for details F 

Spanish Conversation Anna   2nd & 4th Mondays at 14.30 V 

Sunday Lunch Club (1) Geoff   1st Sunday at 12.00 F 

Sunday Lunch Club (2) Rita   3rd Sunday at 12.00 F 

Sunday Lunch Club (3) Geoff   2nd Sunday at 12.00 V 

Stamping & Paper Craft Kathy   Contact Kathy for details V 

Vegetarian/Vegan Cookery Anita   Contact Anita for details V 

Walking (1) Jo & Ernie   4th Thursday morning F 

Walking (2) Keith & Frances   3rd Monday morning at 09.30 V 

Walking (3) Pat   2nd Wednesday at 09.30 V 

Whist NEW LEADER REQUIRED     

Wine Appreciation (1) Jo & Ernie   3rd Tuesday at 14.30 F 

Wine Appreciation (2) Geoff   3rd Tuesday at 14.30 F 

Wine Appreciation (3) Bob   2nd Tuesday at 19.45 F 

Wine Appreciation (4) Bob & David  2nd Wednesday at 20.00 F 

Wine Appreciation (5) Bob and Madeline   1st Thursday at 14.30 V 

Wine Appreciation (6) Kathy   Contact Kathy F 

Wine Appreciation (7) Adrian & Jenny   2nd Thursday at 19.30 F 

World Civilisations Roger & Gail   2nd Tuesday at 16.00 V 
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Mary Simmonds 
 
Dear Members of Fetcham U3A. 
 
On behalf of all the family and myself please accept our sincere thanks for all your letters, cards and words 
of sympathy. 
 
Many of you referred to the way in which Mary had touched your lives. That knowledge has given me an 
even greater appreciation of our life together and comfort in this world without her.  
 
For all of you that were able to attend, the church service at St. Nicolas and the social side after, helped us 
to give Mary the type of send off that she wished for; it was most gratifying to hear many express the view 
that if she had been there she would have given her nod of approval. 
 
Your generous donations to the Royal Marsden raised over £1,700, for which I have received a letter of 
thanks and appreciation.  
 
Please accept my, Andrea’s and Graham’s most grateful thanks for your kindness, help and support through 
that most difficult time. 
 
Kind regards. - Derek S and family 

Armchair Travel 
 

T his group meets each month and enjoy interesting talks and discussions on various topics of 
travel. We recently welcomed a representative from the Jubilee Trust who gave us a  

fascinating talk of her experiences as a volunteer and showed slides of the work of this charity 
which  gives the disabled the opportunity to sail. 
 
Two members treated us to a memorable trip to Sicily with a presentation of the history and information, with 
photographs, of an off the beaten track self researched holiday staying in wonderful (but inexpensive hotels). 
This island has been added to the list of places to visit by others in the group. 
 
In the past we have discussed, with examples, the merits of both package and DIY holidays. We are looking 
forward to future contributions on Norfolk Island and the hidden Caribbean. 
 
There is room for more members to join this group who meet at various venues on the 2nd Monday of each 
month at 2.30pm.               Jackie  

Ballroom Dancing  
 

S low, slow, quick, quick, slowOO.!! 
Eight of the Ballroom Dancing Group went ‘across the sea’ to 

the Isle of Wight for a long weekend of Ballroom and Latin American 
dancing. We stayed at the Warners Bembridge Coast Hotel and 
thoroughly enjoyed very good accommodation and food, the  
dancing sessions and each others’ company. We had dancing  
lessons each morning and afternoon and have added some 
“Bembridge steps” to our growing repertoire! After dinner each  
evening there was some excellent entertainment, including top amateur dancers – the juniors just 12 and 13 
years old and quite amazing.  
 
We are now looking forward to an evening dance in Epsom, and summer tea dances at Denbies and at the 
Royal Opera House.              Members of the Ballroom Dancing Group 

Aviation & Technology Outings  - Contact Lawrence for further details 

 

Saturday - Sunday, 21-22 August - RAFA Air Show Shoreham, W Sussex  

See www.shorehamairshow.com for details.  

Friday - Sunday, 03-05 September - LAA National Rally & Exhibition Sywell, Northants  
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Digital Photography at our April Meeting 

Jazz Appreciation  
 

A t the request of some of the 
members our April meeting 

was a special evening to  
celebrate the work of John 
Dankworth who died recently. 
  
Sometime during 1948/9 I made 
a private recording with John and Allan Ganley 
(subsequently to become my best man and John's 
regular drummer for many many years) and I was 
able to start off with this before introducing some 
tracks from the early Dankworth Seven and his big 
band all recorded during 1955. Around 1985 John 
Dankworth was made Pops Music Director of The 
London Symphony Orchestra and I have a record of 
this from which I played a couple of tunes with John 
soloing on alto sax. 
  
I then turned to his work with his wife Cleo Laine 
who had gradually blossomed from being a dance 
band singer into an international star. Having a bril-
liant arranger for a husband was a wonderful asset 
and in 1978 one of his records "Cleo Laine Sings 
Word Songs" involved John writing tunes to go with  
 existing Shakespearean poems and those of many  

Our Quiz 
Our Quiz 
Our Quiz 
Our Quiz Night in March

Night in March

Night in March

Night in March    

If any group leader would like to display their group’s handiwork at a monthly meeting, the commit-
tee would be pleased to assist them. 

other writers including TS Eliot, Spike Milligan, John 
Betjeman, which was quite an achievement. 
 
Finally after the interval I played some tracks from 
their CD - "Live at Carnegie Hall" at which they 
were given a rapturous reception. I attended the 
same concert repeated at The Fairfield Halls  
Croydon and it was quite an amazing evening of 
outstanding quality. 
  
Three days later I chanced across an item on the 
digital channel More 4 entitled “Johnny Dankworth - 
The Show Went On" being aired for the very first 
time. This related to the fact that a concert had 
been arranged to celebrate 40 years of The Stables 
at Wavendon - his creation - which went ahead  
despite the fact that John died a few hours before 
the concert began. Cleo told only the performers at 
the start but just before the finale she advised the  
audience - which must have taken some doing. 
  
The television show gave quite an interesting array 
of items covering his life and is bound to be  
repeated and I recommend you keep an eye out for 
this record of one of Britain's most influential Jazz-
men.         Roy  
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Mixed Media 1 
 
Oil Painting Day in Effingham 
 

T his year our tuition dates are Thursday, 19 August and Thursday, 26 August. 
  

This is the sixth year our professional tutors from Worthing have kindly agreed to 
help us with painting an oil with the wet-on-wet technique. You can be a complete 
beginner as the tutors bring a painting for us to copy and they show us, stage by 

stage, how it is done. You will be surprised that you will have a completed oil painting to take home with you. 
The day is open to anyone who enjoys painting. Just bring a packed lunch as all the materials you will need 
will be provided. 
  
The class will start at 10.00 hours and finish at approximately 16.30 hours. Cost will be approximately £41 
(this depends on the number of people to share the cost of the hall). 
  
Please contact me is you would like to join in on either of the above dates.       Marilyn  

Thursday Morning Walking  
 

H ave you heard of Prince’s Coverts? They are named after Prince Leopold of Belgium, who became King 
of the Belgians in 1831 and lived at Claremont Park, Esher. He acquired a considerable amount of land 

near Oxshott to develop his shooting estate. When he died, the Crown re-acquired the Claremont Estate 
from his executors. The Coverts are now part of the Crown Estate and a key is required to gain entry. We 
enjoyed an interesting walk through here in March, gaining access from the pathway to the left of The Star 
pub in Malden Rushett. 
 
On a wonderfully sunny day in April, we saw carpets of bluebells just 
coming out in Old Simms Copse on White Downs and enjoyed  
amazing views as we walked along the North Downs Way. Another 
highlight was seeing a recognised ancient beech tree as we neared 
the end of the walk. Do look at the website: www.ancient-tree-
hunt.org.uk for the Woodland Trust’s fascinating information about 
the Ancient Tree Hunt that was featured on BBC2’s Autumnwatch in 
2009.                 Jo & Ernie  

Spanish Conversation 
 

A lthough this is officially a Bookham group there are several Fetcham members, so 
please join us if you are able to converse at a reasonable level. 

 
Inspired by the number of ‘Forty Years On’ articles on TV and in the national press, about 

the launching of Concorde, the moon landing, founding of Open University, not to mention the Beatles at  
Abbey Road, we spent some weeks looking at changes in daily life, fashion, architecture and shopping since 
the sixties. We then had an amusing session on what our star signs told us about our character, totally  
denying the less favourable elements of course!  
 
We recently had a quiz on Spanish topics. We all knew that Spain’s sparkling wine is Cava, but not one of us 
could come up with the name of Don Quixote’s donkey, or the name Spaniards give to the sea north of the 
Portuguese/Spanish coast. We learned a lot that afternoon.  
 
Things are winding down for the summer with absences for various reasons but we plan to meet for lunch in 
a Spanish restaurant in early July.              Anna  

Answers to Quiz (on page 3) 
 

 

 

 1. Speed 4. The leg 7. Bam Bam 10. Captain Flint 

 2. Cambridgeshire 5. Valentina Tereshkova 8. The Titanic  

 3. Bedloe’s Island 6. Wasps 9. The Smurfs 
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A t the end of March the final lecture from Leslie 
BA(Cambs.) on 17th Century Art left 65 mem-

bers from 6 local U3A’s saddened to realise that 
this was the end of 7 months of sheer bliss. These 
last 10 lectures in 2010 of George de la Tour, 
Rubens, Van Dyck, Vermeer, Rembrandt and many 
more painters reminded us of the talent around at 
that time. Again Leslie never uses notes and 
amazes us with his knowledge and memory. We so 
rarely get to ask a question because he  
always covers everything. 
 
Whilst a lot of the paintings by George de la Tour 
and Vermeer are abroad, several by Rubens, Van 
Dyke and Rembrandt are in London and other UK 
galleries so that if we wished we could go and see 
them in all of their glory close up. My favourite of 
this half of the lectures must be Rubens for his full 
bodied women, bright colours and great detail. Van 
Dyke, well known for his portraits of Charles 1 and 
Queen Henrietta Maria amongst others, was also 
beautifully coloured and with great attention to  
detail, must be well worth a visit to the National or 
Dulwich galleries for a closer look. Whilst not a fan 
of Rembrandt (he seemed to paint himself most of 
the time or whenever he had spare time from his 
other paintings) I felt his paintings too dark and in-
sufficient detail, the evening was still brilliant none 
the less. Rubens on the other hand, much brighter 
and more interesting (to me). Strangely though 
when he sold a picture (The horrors of War) and 
sent it to Justus Sustermans (never heard of him) 
must have had complete faith in the painting skills 
of the recipient that he gave him permission in the 
accompanying letter to ‘retouch it wherever damage 
(in transit) or my carelessness may render it neces-
sary’. Nowadays you would not be allowed within 6  

Card Craft 1 
 

W here do we go to have a very interesting afternoon, good conversation and company whilst learning 
new skills? To Card Craft 1 of course. 

 
During the last week of February eight ladies had a day at Farnborough Card 
and Craft show. It was a very enjoyable day despite the high winds. The venue 
was on a very high plateau in a semi permanent building the canvas roof being 
blown in all directions and the lights and speakers swinging at an alarming rate. 
The show was  cancelled on the following day because of the conditions, so we 
were lucky. Easter seemed to arrive very quickly and cards with eggs were 
soon being made. Just recently we have made a delightful card for ladies who 
enjoy needlework as another craft.  
 
Again we have a summer competition. This year we are growing a potato in a 

pot or small growbag to see who had the greatest yield. Sometimes I think we have changed course and 
started a new gardening club, but it’s all great fun and that’s what is so enjoyable about Card Craft 1. 
                       Yvonne  

feet of the painting. My 
favourite painting of  
Vermeer was his view of 
Delft. I like this one as it 
seems to be almost the only one not painted in the 
same room of his house. He took artistic licence 
when he adjusted the width of the houses etc so 
that he could get everything into a limited view. He 
was one of the lucky painters. He married into 
money and was able to live off the income of his 
wife so if he sold a painting that was just a bit more 
money in his pocket. Regrettably most of his paint-
ings are abroad with just a limited few at The  
National.  
 
As a great thank you at the end of the final evening, 
Leslie was presented with a gift voucher and Roy 
our faithful projectionist was presented with a couple 
of bottles of wine. My wife and I were also presented  
with a gift voucher from the members for all the hard 
work we have put in preparing the venues and  
lectures AND making sure Leslie’s favourite biscuits 
were available for him at break time. As there was a 
packet left over these were also presented to Leslie. 
Leslie expressed his gratitude for the vouchers and 
my wife and I would also like to say thank you to the 
members for their gift vouchers and card. Unex-
pected but gratefully received.        Bryan 

Wrinkled was not one of the things I wanted to be when I grew up  

17
th

 Century Art – Lectures 
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Jewellery & Accessories Groups 1 and 2 
 

G roup 1 continues to work at a fast and furious pace – producing 
many varied items of beaded jewellery including amulet purses, 

droplet necklaces, Ascension Island Ropes, and beautiful plaited  
bracelets. Our next project will be long beaded lariats – which will take 
some time to complete, but we are giving ourselves a treat after all our 
hard work and in May we are going out to have lunch at Nutfield Priory. 
 
Group 2 got under way in the autumn of last year and has already  
produced some beautiful beaded pieces. Spiral ropes, picket fence 
bracelets and delightful loopy bracelets have been produced by a very enthusiastic group. We put the world 
to rights as we bead and take appropriate time out for coffee and biscuits and to give our eyes a well earned 
rest. We think we deserve a treat too, and in May we are going to have tea in the tree house at Fanny’s 
Farm. We are starving ourselves in readiness as teas are sumptuous – we will let you know more later! 
 
We shall all be visiting the Bead Fair at Dorking later in May – when we all get tempted by the wonderful 
items on offer. It is a bit like being a child in a sweet shop!!      Brenda  

French 1  
 

W e shall wind up the year in the usual way, by  
celebrating Bastille Day on July 14th, with a 

good selection of French food, wine, music and 
chat. This has become our traditional way to end 
our sessions until September. We have covered a 
variety of topics, beginning with several weeks in-
vestigating the beginnings of French cinema, from 
the Lumière brothers, through cinéma noir, Truffaut 
and more recent films.  Other topics for discussion 
introduced by group members have ranged from 
how children learn to read, the wearing of the 
burkha, climate change, Swine Flu, Sarkozy’s social 
reforms and Sunday opening laws. 
 
A recent afternoon was spent with members each 
bringing a picture or painting, with some mystery 
element in it, which provided us with some amuse-
ment interpreting in different ways.  We are very 
fortunate in being a group in which everyone takes 
their turn to make suggestions and introduce a  
subject. 

Showing interest in our group 

boards  

Ian Searle - Chairman Third 

Age Trust 

Our challenge - 
Now a task for you readers! Do you realise how 
much French you all speak? Do you enjoy boules, 
or being creative in papier mâché?  Are you a good 
raconteur? Do you enjoy double-entendres?. Is your 
taste in art or music avant-garde? Have you ever 
experienced a sense of déjà vu? Are you some-
times worried about making a faux-pas?  
 
The challenge is to create a paragraph or two using 
as many such phrases as you can. You will soon 
realise how many are connected with food (starting 
with restaurant, café) or your tale could quickly 
become slightly risqué (femme fatale, boudoir, 
négligé). If you need some help you will find some 
of the words we thought of on page 15. 
 
I hope that the best will be published in the next  
issue. For the moment I’ll just say toodleloo O 
(picked up in WW1 from French à tout à l’heure).
      Anna  

South East Area Forum at the Meridian Halls in East Grinstead  
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Local History  
 

S ome of our more recent projects have been the 
photographing of the School Log Books and 

Punishment Book for Fetcham First School.   
 
We have transferred the photos onto CDs which we 
have presented to the School and also to The  
Surrey History Centre at Woking for their Archives, 
and hope to use some of the information in our  
personal record linkage database. 
 
The books make interesting reading going back to 
the early 1900’s - 

In June 1900 great rejoicing in the village when they 
welcome Lieut GB Hankey back from the War 

(presumably the Boer); 

Twelve children are absent from 
school in December 1901 to help 
with “beating” for shooting parties, 
and a lesson in Agricultural  
Implements in 1902 leads to a 
visit to Mr Lang’s Farm to see a 
Steam Thrashing Machine; 

In 1907 the boys of the Upper Division are taken to 
the Keeper’s Cottage at Fetcham Park for their 
drawing lesson, where they see a rail of bodies of  
48 stoats, 41 weasels and 31 rats shot or trapped 
by the keeper, and Mr Adams of the Bell Inn lends 
measures for a liquid measuring lesson; 

Mr. Smiles of Monks Green Farm gives each child 
on the School Register a new lion Shilling on  
Empire Day 1909 in lieu of a promised treat; 

In 1917 children are being given wool to knit 
scarves and mittens for the soldiers and a school  
mistress takes time off to see her brother off to the 
Front;  

  

Surrey Network Study Days in 2010 
 

Friday 17th September  Some Nineteenth Century Novelists    Julia Courtney 
     & Their Readers   
 

Friday 15th October  Music and Friendship       John Hursey 
 

Friday 19th November  The Geology of Britain      Kevin Attree 

 

The study days are held in the Menuhin Hall, Stoke d’Abernon.  Study days start at 9.30am with registration and 

finish at 4pm. The cost including coffee/tea and biscuits will be £10, with attendees bringing a packed lunch. 

Booking is necessary and forms should be available at the Monthly Meetings. Booking forms should be sent to 

Diana L, Surrey U3A Network, for details of the London study day contact Katie Butcher on 01483-573439. 

In 1919 there is mention of the Celebration of Peace 
and 2 Minutes Silence in remembrance of the  
Glorious Dead; 

In the 2nd  World War we read of Gas Mask Drill, 
evacuee children arriving in large numbers at the 
school and sirens sounding and children descend-
ing down into the trenches until the “All Clear” is 
sounded; 

The Wedding of the Princess Elizabeth is recorded 
in 1947 and a present of Candy is received from 
Canada. 

The Punishment Book tells us of 
young Henry receiving two strokes 
on each hand for truancy in 1912, 
and children in 1922 received the 
following punishments - 

3 strokes on each hand for 
“disgusting behaviour along the 
road,” 2 strokes for “throwing 
stones at the War Memorial”, 

“encouraging and inciting others in bad behaviour” 3 
strokes and strokes to buttocks, “hanging on  
vehicles” 1 stroke, “tearing down trees and robbing 
nests”  4 strokes; “striking matches and throwing 
lighted matches at big girls when going home”  
incurred a punishment of 2 cuts with cane on each 
hand, and “defying Mr Budd and going to football 
instead of gardening” 1 cut and “rudeness to the 
Rector during Scripture lesson” also earned the  
culprits 1 cut to hands; 

By 1930 the using of “filthy language and shouting it 
out in the road for girls to hear” earned one young 
man 6 cuts to his hand and 6 to his buttocks; 
 
The last entry in the Punishment Book is dated 
1935, the offence - truancy.    Lyn  

Consciousness: that annoying time between naps  
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Cruising the Dutch Waterways 
 

A t 6.45 am one Friday in March thirty members and friends gathered at the  
Lower Shott car park to begin our coach and ferry journey to the town of 

Utrecht, in Holland.  Here we were to board our ship, the “Lady Anne”, to start our 
circular cruise of the Dutch rivers, canals and inland seas.  Some of us had 
cruised on this ship before.  Over the winter it had received some tender loving 
care, although the smallest cabins were no bigger!  As before, we received a 
warm welcome from the efficient and attentive crew, and the two chefs achieved  
wonders with the quality of the food they produced from their tiny galley. 
 

The programme was for us to cruise during the morning and to travel by 
coach, after an early lunch, to places of interest, accompanied by an efficient 
guide.  The weather could have been kinder - indeed we suffered a Force 8 
gale as we crossed the Jsselmeer, Holland’s large inland sea.  The ship was 
listing well to starboard and progress was slow but fortunately the only  
casualties were a tray of glasses and the Captain’s goldfish! 
 
The highlight of our visits was to the Keukenhof Gardens, the show-place of the Dutch bulb industry.  Sadly 
the late spring had delayed the blooming of many of the outdoor displays but there was much to see in the 
glasshouses and the grounds themselves are impressive to walk through. 
 
We returned safely to Bookham a week after we started and we all agreed that it had been a very enjoyable 
holiday.  Our thanks go to Winnie for organising it.            Geoff  

L ondon has more green space than any other  
European capital. 

 

St James's Park is the oldest Royal Park in London and 
is surrounded by three palaces. The most ancient is 
Westminster, which has now become the Houses of  
Parliament, St James's Palace and of course, the best 
known, Buckingham Palace.  
 
The Park was once a marshy water meadow. In the  
thirteenth century a leper hospital was founded, and it is 
from this hospital that the Park took its name. In 1532 
Henry VIII acquired the site as yet another deer park and 
built the Palace of St James's. James I, improved the 
drainage and controlled the water supply. A road was 
created in front of St James's Palace, approximately 
where the Mall is today, but it was Charles II who made 
dramatic changes. The Park was redesigned, with  
avenues of trees planted and lawns laid. The King 
opened the park to the public and was a frequent visitor, 
feeding the ducks and mingling with his subjects. 
 
Horse Guards Parade was created by filling in one end of 
the long canal and was used first as a mustering ground 
and later for parades. The Park changed forever when 
John Nash redesigned it in a more romantic style. The  
canal was transformed into a natural-looking lake. 
 
Hyde Park is one of London's finest landscapes and  
covers over 350 acres. Henry VIII acquired Hyde Park 
from the monks of Westminster Abbey in 1534.  It  
remained a private hunting ground until James I came to 
the throne and permitted limited access.  It was Charles I 
who changed the nature of the park completely. He had 
the Ring (north of the present Serpentine boathouses)  
created and in 1637 opened the park to the public.  

The Royal Parks 

In 1665, the year of the 
Great Plague, many  
citizens of London fled the 
City to camp on Hyde 
Park, in the hope of  
escaping the disease.   
 
When William III (1689-
1702) and Mary II (1689-
94) came to the throne, the sovereign's principal London 
residence was Whitehall Palace. For purposes of state 
and ceremony, it remained the official centre of the court 
during their reign, but neither the King nor the Queen 
enjoyed the thought of living there. William suffered from 
chronic asthma and the damp riverside location of White-
hall threatened to weaken his already delicate health. In 
the summer of 1689 William and Mary purchased  
Nottingham House, a Jacobean mansion built about 
1605. It stood in Kensington, a village that 'esteem'd a 
very good air'.  He found that his walk to St James's was 
very dangerous, so he had 300 oil lamps installed,  
creating the first artificially lit highway in the country. This 
route later became known as Rotten Row, which is a  
corruption of the French 'Route de Roi' or King's Road. 
 
Queen Caroline, wife of George II, had extensive renova-
tions carried out and in the 1730s had The Serpentine, a 
lake of some 11.34 hectares, created. In 1851 during 
Queen Victoria's reign, the Great Exhibition was held and 
in 1977 a Silver Jubilee Exhibition was held in honour of 
Queen Elizabeth II's 25 years on the throne. Since 1872, 
people have been allowed to speak at Speaker's Corner 
on any subject they wish.  
 
Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial Fountain was 
opened by Her Majesty The Queen on 6th July 2004. 
       Malcolm  
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Wine Appreciation 7 – French Trip 
 

A t our February meeting it was proposed that we 
visit France on 16th March for a lunch, wine 

tasting  and shopping. We decided to use the 35 
minute Eurotunnel crossing rather than the ferry, 
and a 16 seater minibus. 
 
The minibus collected us from  our different  
addresses and we arrived at the Folkestone  
terminal in time to catch the 9.50 train. We had 
brought refreshments to enjoy during the crossing. 
 
Our 4 course lunch and wine tasting had been  
organised through Guy Boursot’s Wine Collection in 
Ardres at a proposed cost of €27 per head for the 
meal. The budget of €8 each for the wines was 
based on a glass of bubbly on arrival followed by 2 
whites, 2 reds and a desert wine to finish - quite 
reasonable for 6 full glasses of wine. Guy would join 
us for the meal and talk about the wines being 
tasted. 
 
To go with the bubbly on arrival, the restaurant had 
unexpectedly prepared a selection of nibbles  
ranging from sausage rolls through to fish eggs on 
toast. The 4 course meal was excellent, as were the 
6 wines. Guy is a good speaker, and we enjoyed his 
interesting and informative talks as we drank the 
wine.  

Good food, good 
wine and good 
company – what 
more could anyone 
ask for. Everything 
went extremely 
well although we 
ended up drinking 
far more wine than 
intended. For the 

record, Guy only charges his list price for the wines 
consumed during the meal and the restaurant does 
not add a corkage charge. Although we consumed 
16 bottles during the meal (far more than the  
original estimate of 12 bottles) the final cost for the 
tastings was only just over €7 each 
 
After the meal, we walked back to the centre of  
Ardres to visit Guy’s shop for additional tastings, 
and to purchase some of those wines tasted at Le 
Relais.  
 
Our minibus was comfortable with an excellent 
driver, and our thanks go to Guy Boursot for arrang-
ing the meal, wines and talks. We would thoroughly 
recommend both companies to anyone contemplat-
ing a group trip to France.  
           Adrian & Jenny  

Bookham and Fetcham Outings and Theatre Trips 
 

Woking matinees - 

Wednesday 4 August - Peter Hall’s production of BEDROOM FARCE (Alan Ayckburn) £20 

 

Thursday 7 October - Northern Ballet’s adaption of SWAN LAKE with own orchestra £25 

 

National matinees - 

Tuesday 29 June - LONDON ASSURANCE cast includes Simon Russell Beale, Fiona Shaw,  

Richard Briers.  Victorian playwrite’s success, styled on Restoration comedy  

 

Wednesday 21 July - Terence Rattigan’s AFTER THE DANCE 

 

Outing 

25 November - Visit to the Musical Museum in Brentford for Wurlitzer Xmas Concert and on to see 

the London Christmas lights and ice rink. Price and further details to be announced 

 

Another trip to OLYMPIC LONDON to be arranged for early 2011 

 

Phone Sheila for details/availability. Cheques payable to Bookham U3A should be sent to Sheila. 

Ham and eggs - a day's work for a chicken, a lifetime commitment  

for a pig  
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Computing  
 

A t the last meeting John Thurlow explained the mysteries of Facebook and encouraged us to 
communicate with each other via this website. While Facebook certainly offered a useful 

way for groups to keep in contact and exchange ideas, some doubts were raised on  
confidentiality and advertising.   
 
Over the past few months more than 40 members have been offered computer courses organ-

ised by the Surrey Lifelong Learning Partnership and further courses are in prospect for both beginners and 
improvers in the coming months. I will also be organising several short sessions on PowerPoint presenta-
tions over the summer. 

Tony  

Monday Walking  
 

W e meet at 09:30 on the third Monday of every month at the 
Lower Shott car park, and our members take it in turns to plan 

and lead a walk which is generally between 3 and 5 miles in length.  
Our walks tend conveniently to start at a pub car park and terminate 
there as well, so those who wish can partake of whatever refresh-
ments they require. 
  
We have enjoyed many delightfully different walks, along canals, 
through woods, up and down hills, and are often surprised to discover 
unfamiliar and interesting routes.  Sometimes we visit old churches or 
other interesting buildings.  The severe winter weather proved a little 
challenging and on one occasion we explored the Bookham Village 

Heritage trails to avoid travelling further afield.   Walking along the footpath parallel to Lower Road and near 
Preston Cross, we were surprised to witness what appeared to be a ritual ceremony centred around  
Bookham’s “standing stone” and involving solemn processing and the playing of instruments. Maybe some-
one out there could shed light on what was happening!   Herds of cows, deep mud, and rickety styles have 
all added to our sense of adventure on other walks. 
 
The group has expanded from a regular few to currently about 15 or so walkers each month from a group 
membership of 25.  Despite our numbers we still remain a friendly group and our pace is leisurely enough to 
allow plenty of time for chat and enjoyment of the countryside. 

Frances & Keith  

Wine Appreciation 1 
 

W e recently spent an evening on a very enjoyable Wine Course at  
Majestic Wine in Leatherhead. We were welcomed with a glass 

of Lindauer Special Reserve Blanc de Blancs sparkling wine from New 
Zealand. There followed three white wines – a French Sauvignon 
Blanc, then a comparison of two Chardonnays – a French and an  
Australian.  Next we were  spoilt with a delicious Piper-Heidsieck Brut  
champagne. Red wines followed – a Tasmanian Pinot Noir, a French 
Cabernet/Merlot and an Australian Shiraz.  To round off the evening, 
we tasted a wonderful dessert wine – a Concha y Toro Late Harvest 
Sauvignon Blanc from Chile. Throughout the evening we were given 
interesting information about the wines - and the minibus to take us 
home was very welcome, as you might imagine! 
 
Two recommendations from our group – firstly try a delicious, chilled white port as an aperitif. Secondly, a 
recent recommendation by Jane MacQuitty in The Times was the 2005 Domaine Tranquillité Vin de Pays 
d'Oc, Bernard Magrez, France (available from Majestic). She said it is “impressive, rich, velvety, plummy” 
and we all agreed! 

Jo and Ernie  

A hangover is the wrath of grapes 



Fetcham U3A  Page 15 

 

Some French words used in English (see page 10) 
 
Here is a selection of words to start you off with your holiday teaser. You have carte blanche  to create an amusing  
entry and win a prize from France Try Googling ‘French words used in English’ for more. Bon Voyage wherever you are 
going!. 

à la mode  aperitif art nouveau art deco 
au pair bête noire billet doux blasé 
bon voyage  boules bourgeois bric-a-brac 
broderie anglaise brunette bureau de change ça ne fait rien (san ferry ann) 
canapé cafetière carte blanche c’est la vie ! 
chaise longue chef d’oeuvre chic chignon 
cliché Consommé contre-temps coup d’état  
crème brûlée/fraîche cul de sac culottes décolleté(e)  
enfant terrible en route élite gauche  
haute coûture haute cuisine hors d’œuvre Impasse  
je ne sais quoi joie de vivre liaison  menu  
mousse néeO nom de plume nouveau riche 
oh là là ! omelette pastiche petit point  
pied-à-terre pince-nez roué  salon  
sang-froid savoir faire séance soignée  
soirée tête-à-tête 

T he World 
U3A Con-

ference which 
was held in Chi-
trakoot, Madhya 
Pradesh, India 
in February was 
attended by six 
UK delegates, 
including Gill 
and I. The con-

ference was organised by the Indian Society of 
U3As, which is less than two years old, and it also 
attracted delegates from Australia, Iceland, Nepal, 
New Zealand, Singapore, South Africa and the 
USA. In addition there were around four hundred 
delegates from roughly twenty U3As across India. 
 
The organisers offered accommodation with Delhi 
U3A members prior to the conference with an  
official reception hosted by the Senior Citizens 
Council of Delhi. We stayed with a couple in their 
apartment on the edge of Delhi and very close to 
the famous Qutab Minar, a tower of victory started 
in 1193 after the defeat of the last Hindu kingdom in 
Delhi. The traffic in Delhi is hectic and is made 
worse by the frantic building of the Metro in the run 
up to the Commonwealth Games in November. 
 
After the reception we joined the thirteen-hour-long 
overnight train to Chitrakoot, along with many other 
delegates.. At 5am we left the train, walked around 
the sleeping bodies that nearly filled the platform 
and sat in the car park of the station waiting some 
considerable time for transport. Day broke and the 
local sadhus had lengthy washes under the village 
pump before we were finally given a lift to our  
accommodation. A brief stop there and then it was  

on to the conference for breakfast and a day of  
welcomes, speeches and lectures. In the evening 
the students put on a splendid entertainment with 
song and dance in traditional dress. 
 
Next day we had the opportunity to visit the local 
sites – in the local forests Rama and Sita spent 
eleven of the fourteen years of their exile and here 
was where the principal trinity of the Hindu  
pantheon, Brahma, Vishnu and Mahesh took their  
incarnations. That day we had lunch at the Shri 
Sadguru Seva Sangh Trust, an educational and 
medical charity that amongst other activities  
provides free eye operations to 85000 people each 
year. We had a second evening of entertainment 
and on the final morning the foreign delegates gave 
their presentations – mine was on U3A activity in 
south-east England. 

 
Then it was 
into a minibus 
for a lengthy 
drive to the 
temples of 
Khajuraho 
with their 
magnificent 
carvings. This 
was part of 
the organised 

post-conference tour and we then went on to Vara-
nasi and Kerala, despite missing two flights, and 
Mumbai. It was a great experience. We met some 
very enthusiastic and friendly people and just hope 
that Ingibjorg, who was going back to set up Reyk-
javik U3A, has not been too inconvenienced by the 
neighbouring volcanoes. The next WorldU3A Con-
ference is in Singapore in August 2011. Ian  

WorldU3A Conference in Chitrakoot, India 
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Chairman Bryan D  

Vice-Chairman Mary C  

Treasurer Bob K  

Secretary Diana L  

Membership Secretary Kathy G  

Groups Co-ordinator Enid B  

Speaker Secretary (part) David C  

Publicity Officer Winnie B  

Member Graham D  

Member Ian F  

Member Mary H  

Member Tony C  

Support Services  

Welfare of Members Jo H  

Tea Organiser Jean B  

Social Events Winnie B  

Outings/Theatre Visits Sheila P  

Floor Manager Bob B  

Newsletter Editors  
 
 
 

Judy O 
email: 

John W 
email: 

 

Member Tony R  

Committee Members 

The committee meets on the 2nd Monday of the month.   
If you have any items you would like to be discussed by the Committee  
please contact the Secretary, Diana, in time to have it put on the agenda. 

Items and articles for the next edition of the newsletter should be with the editors by 1 September 

I wish you enough - 

 sun to keep your attitude bright no matter how grey the day may appear 

 rain to appreciate the sun even more 

 happiness to keep your spirit alive and everlasting 

 pain so that even the smallest of joys in life may appear bigger 

 gain to satisfy your wanting 

 loss to appreciate all that you possess 

 hello's to get you through the final good-bye 

They say, it takes a minute to find a special person, an hour to appreciate them, a day to love 

them, but an entire life to forget them.  


